
MINUTES OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING  
TOWN OF GORHAM  
MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2015, 6:00 PM  
GORHAM TOWN HALL  
 
 
Gorham Selectmen present:  Jeff Schall, Grace LaPierre, Terry Oliver  
Also present:  Robin Frost, Town Manager; Kirstan Lukasak, Berlin Daily Sun; Keith Roberge, Jeff Stewart, Rec 
Director, Mike Waddell, and others 
 
1. Call to Order:  The public hearing was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chairman Schall.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  OHRV Use on Certain Public Roads 
 
Chairman Schall explained that the purposed of this public hearing is to discuss use of OHRVs on Jimtown Road, 
Cascade Hill and Cascade Flats.  He went on to explain that while the Cascade Hill and Flats neighborhood areas 
are new areas for discussion, he would like people to keep the input short and to the point, and that the Board 
would like to hear new information only.  He indicated that the Board understands the economic impact that 
the trail system has for the area.  He asked people to give their name and address prior to making any 
comments. 
 
Harry Brown, President of the North Country OHRV Coalition, reviewed Ride the Wilds trail system and 
discussed the status of the trail system.   
 
Chairman Schall opened the floor to comments with regard to the proposed trail/access areas.   
 
Ray Bergeron, Owner, White Mtn. ATV Rental – Mr. Bergeron stated that the trail system needed grass root 
signage.  He stated that he had a “Respect the Neighborhood” sign made up for the Route 2 parking lot.  He said 
that the local club is a great club and that ATVing is quietly growing as a family recreational activity.   
 
David Graham, 2 Wentworth Avenue – Mr. Graham stated that he is opposed to ATV traffic in the Cascade 
Hill/Flat area for safety reasons.  He said that there is a lot of traffic as it stands on the hill.  There is a bus stop 
on Wentworth Avenue as well as a daycare.  He indicated that Cascade Flats is the worst road in Gorham, and 
that he knows a resident that lives there that is concerned for their children’s safety.  He also expressed his 
concern with regard to the intersection between the Flats and Hill.  Mr. Graham went on to say that when he 
was Selectman, he did not have a problem with expanding the trail system, but he is not in favor of opening 
traffic in residential areas. 
 
Steve Emerson, 4 Jimtown Road – Mr. Emerson asked to speak about safety of ATV traffic from the standpoint of 
being a driver’s education instructor.  Mr. Emerson stated that as an instructor and being out there on the road 
with ATV’s over the past couple of years between the Berlin-Gorham areas, he felt that ATV riders were 
exercising safe practices while travelling on the roadways.  Riders used hand signals, and do not tailgate.  He 
stated that he felt that bicycles are worse on the roads than ATVs.   
 
Aaron Gorban, 10 Stiles Road – He is against ATVs travelling on the roadways for safety reasons, and he feels 
that the police department has better things to do than policing ATVs.  He belongs to the Coos County Cycling 
Club and they ride in Moose Brook as well as through Brookfield’s property. He implied that Brookfield did not 
want ATVs on their property at all.  He reviewed the on road safety statistics between ATVs and bicycles. 



 
Prior to Mr. Roberge speaking Chairman Schall reminded Mr. Roberge that the Board is looking for new 
information.  Mr. Roberge commented that what is fair for one is fair for all present. 
 
Keith Roberge, Heath Road –  Mr. Roberge stated that he currently owns and operates a guide business that had 
previously been operated out of Errol, NH, but that he is looking to start operating the business out of his own 
home in Gorham.  Mr. Roberge wanted to clarify that Jimtown Road/Crestwood Drive would not see the traffic 
that they were being led to believe.  The purpose of opening this neighborhood was so local residents are able 
to access the trail system.  Mr. Roberge also suggested that if the rail bed could be used from the end of 
Jimtown Road to the access the trail that, the speed limit could be reduced to 10 MPH and wood chips could be 
placed on the rail bed to reduce dust.  He also suggested signage denoting that portion of the trail as a dead end 
no outlet to reduce other people accessing that area.  He stated that while he definitely heard and understood 
what the Crestwood Drive residents’ concerns are, the parking lot will not be going away and he is just asking 
that residents work together. 
 
Diane Holmes, Route 2 Lancaster Road – Ms. Holmes indicated that she was not in agreement with all local areas 
being open in order to access the trail system.  While she understands the economic impact to the area, she 
does not feel like the additional access trails are a good idea, noting that ATVs are loud.  She said that she 
disagrees with Mr. Roberge and feels that it is not right to put neighbors against one another and/or disturbing 
one another’s peace.  She did state that she is okay with using the main highway, just not all the side streets. 
 
Wilfred Baillargeron, Cascade Hill – Mr. Baillargeron said that he feels traffic coming and going on the Hill is very 
limited.  There is only about 12 residents that are looking for trail access.  He stated that they are not looking for 
a new trail system simply access and he suggested proper signage for that area. 
 
Ronald Donato, Jimtown Road – Mr. Donato said he is not in favor of ATVs having access.  He feels that there is 
enough traffic on Jimtown Road especially in the summer months due to people going to Moose Brook State 
Park.  He also expressed concern with children riding without adult supervision on the roadways. 
 
John LaPierre, Corbin Avenue – Mr. LaPierre has patrolled town streets for over 40 years and was born and 
brought up on Cascade Hill.  While he stated Mother Goose Daycare Center was on the Hill, the primary traffic is 
from parents picking up and/or dropping off their children.  He feels that this area is no more dangerous than 
Jimtown Road.  The area is relatively quiet area and does not feel that ATV access would pose a threat or danger 
to the residents.  As far as the intersection, he stated that it is in a 35 MPH zone and that it should be no 
different than Lower Main Street. 
 
Roland Blouin, Second Street – Mr. Blouin is not in favor of opening Cascade Hill for access, he wants peace and 
quiet not the noise that the ATVs will present.  He also stated concern regarding the crossing, noting that it was 
very dangerous.  He stated people should trailer to the allotted parking area for trail access. 
 
Roselle Higgins, 48 Jimtown Road – Ms. Higgins would like to be able to leave from home to access the trail 
system, noting that OHRVs are no more dangerous than motorcycles. 
 
Scott Pike, Cascade Hill – Mr. Pike said that he was concerned for the safety of the children in the neighborhood 
and not having any place to play that is safe. 
 
Roger Guilmette, Jimtown Road – Mr. Guilmette said that he is about 200’ from the end of Jimtown Road and 
just wants access to the trail system.  He went on to say that long ago motor homes were not allowed to travel 



Jimtown Road and through special meetings were granted access to Moose Brook, noting that they too are noisy 
when travelling on the street. 
 
Albert Bergeron, 66 Crestwood Drive – Mr. Bergeron stated that ATV traffic has increased over the last three 
years.  Most riders do not pay attention to signage.  He is for people being able to ride, until it disrupts his peace 
and quiet.  He feels that wood chips on the rail bed are not the answer and would prefer to have the trail come 
out on Route 2 versus the rail trail. 
 
Chairman Schall stated that all information and comments will be presented to the State and that they will make 
the final decision as they did with Main Street. 
 
Keith Roberge – Mr. Roberge asked why the Board could not open these streets as they did with the other 
streets in Town.   The room is full of people and he does not understand why the decision cannot be made on 
the spot.  He stated that the Sheriff’s Department is working on assisting with law enforcement for OHRV 
operation on the trails.  He also asked for proof that the Cascade intersection is the most dangerous intersection 
in the Town. 
 
Christina Levesque, Second Street – Ms. Levesque is against the operation of ATVs on Cascade Hill.  She is 
concerned for the safety of the teens and elderly residents.  She is also concerned about residents coming on to 
the Hill for no reason and that the local residents of the Hill will use their ATVs instead of vehicles to travel 
around for errands. 
 
Denise Fournier, Jimtown Road – Mr. Fournier said that 101 peopled signed a petition to allow that 
neighborhood to open the streets for trail access.  There were only 15 people between Jimtown Road and 
Crestwood Drive area that did not want to sign the petition.  He said that should speak for itself. 
 
The residents asked Police Chief Cyr to comment on the matter.  Chief Cyr stated that this venue is for public 
input, that it is not his time for comments. 
 
Sara Baillargeron, Crestwood Drive – Ms. Baillargeron has lived on Crestwood Drive for 20 years and that she can 
see the trail from her deck.  She is not looking to drive aimlessly through the neighborhood.  When she wants to 
go out on her ATV she wants to be able to head into the woods and relax. 
 
Henry Sanschagrin, President, Presidential OHRV Club – Mr. Sanschagrin stated that he would be happy to speak 
with anyone that has negative comments regarding the OHRV trail system.  He stated that he also knows that 
false information is being passed around with regard to this matter and that he is hurt to think that this is 
transpiring.  While he can feel for Mr. Bergeron and the other residents that border the parking area, he feels 
that the local residents should be able access the trails. 
 
Rene Boutin, Pisani Street – Mr. Boutin stated that OHRV’s are no different than dirt bikes and there are several 
dirt bikes on the road. 
 
Jackie Tetreault, Willis Place – Ms. Tetreault stated as an employee of the Town and Country Motor Inn she has 
seen firsthand how this trail system has increased the economy to this area.  She said that when people are 
checking in she always tries to instruct people with regard to the do’s and don’ts of the trail system. 
 
Preston Baillargeron, Crestwood Drive – Mr. Baillargeron recommended giving local trail access a chance. 
 



The Board stated that they will be making a decision probably at the next meeting and the petition will be used 
for the decision making process. 
 
The public hearing closed at 7:15 pm. 
 
Chairman Schall called the regular meeting to order at 7:25 pm.  
 
2. Appointments:    
 
a)  Jeff Stewart – Proposed Projects for Libby’s Recreational Complex:   RD Stewart presented the Board with 
information and pictures for a new entry building at Libby’s Pool.  The current building is rotten and in a state of 
disrepair.  The new building will be placed back a little further than the existing building.  The cost to replace the 
building will be approximately $9,000 and will be funded by the Booster Club.  The Board agreed to move 
forward with the plan. 
 
3.  New Business 
 
a)  Tinker Brook Engineering Proposals:   TM Frost stated that the engineering proposals have been received for 
the Tinker Brook Project.  PW Director Buddy Holmes and Water & Sewer Superintendent Dave Patry along with 
TM Frost met to review the proposals.  While the lowest bidder was Right Angle, PWD Holmes and WSS Patry 
both felt that Horizon provided a more comprehensive proposal and they have prior experience with water and 
sewer lines, and there is a sewer forced main that is located in the project area.  Further discussion took place 
regarding the costs and timeline.  Selectman LaPierre made a motion to approve and accept the Horizon 
Engineering Proposal for the Tinker Brook Project, seconded by Selectman Oliver, voted unanimously. 
 
b)  Final Audit Report:   TM Frost presented the Board with the Final Audit Report from Paul Mercier, noting 
that there are no changes and/or surprises.  The copy that the members have are for their use and reference. 
 
c)  Library Trustee Alternate Appointment:   TM Frost presented the Board with an Appointment Certificate for 
the Alternate Library Trustee position, which is to be filled by David Graham.  Chairman Schall made a motion to 
sign and approve the appointment of David Graham as the Alternate Library Trustee, seconded by Selectman 
Oliver, voted unanimously. 
 
4.  Old Business 
 
a)  Ambulance Contracts:   TM Frost stated that the Town of Shelburne has the most current contract proposal 
and last she spoke with Ms. Carpenter, the Shelburne Board of Selectmen were not ready to sign the document.  
The Town of Randolph signed the Contract and at the last meeting agreed to work on the police portion 
separately. 
 
b)  Abatement Cases Update:   TM Frost presented the Board with an Abatement Proposal from KRT Appraisal 
for Labonville Trust.  There is a piece of property that had been assessed incorrectly, and Mr. Dorset 
recommends that the Board reduce the assessed value from $222,000 to $60,000.  The Board asked TM Frost 
why KRT was recommending such a large reduction, and TM Frost stated that she was not sure she would need 
to speak to AC Lutz.  The Board stated that they would like to pass this matter over until such time as they 
receive additional information. 
 
5.  Public Comment:   



 
Kirstan Lukasak asked how much the engineering proposal was going to cost and about the contract that 
Randolph signed.  TM Frost stated the proposal is for $41,400.  The Town of Randolph and Gorham worked 
together on amending the police coverage portion of the contract.  TM Frost informed Ms. Lukasak that she 
would send a copy of the contract to her for her information. 
 
Keith Roberge wanted to let the Board know that he was informed at a meeting in Concord that by July 1 cell 
phone service should be available all over the North Country.  He also wanted to stress to the Board about the 
importance of opening Jimtown Road to ATV access, as he is in the process of bringing his business to Gorham 
from Errol.  He suggested that the Board look at how Berlin has written their ordinance as well as closing local 
streets to drivers under the age of 16. 
 
Mike Waddell asked TM Frost and the Board if the Budget Committee could receive an electronic copy of the 
Audit and the Ambulance Contract. 
 
6.  Other Business 
 
a) Town Manager’s Update:   TM Frost presented the TAN to the Board for their signatures.  Northway Bank is 
offering this note at 1.5%.  The Board signed the document.  TM Frost let the Board know that she has made 
additional contact to the State with regard to the Cascade railroad crossing.  At this time the Commissioner’s 
office is having an influx in personnel, so there will be delays in hearing from them. 
 
b)  Selectmen’s Update:   There were none. 
 
c)  Approval of Minutes (April 6, 2015):  Selectman LaPierre noted one grammatical error and asked for the 
change.  Selectman LaPierre made a motion to approve the Minutes of April 6 with the correction, seconded 
by Selectman Oliver, voted unanimously. 
 
d) Sign Manifest:  All manifests were signed.   
 
e) Sign Abatements and Exemptions (if necessary):  None were presented. 
  
7. Non-Public Session: RSA 91-a:3, II a:  On a motion by Chairman Schall, seconded by Selectman LaPierre, the 
Board voted unanimously by roll call to move into non-public session at 8:15 pm. Schall – Aye, LaPierre – Aye, 
Oliver - Aye. 
 
On a motion by Chairman Schall, seconded by Selectman LaPierre, the Board came out of non-public session 
by unanimous roll call vote at 8:20 pm.  Schall – Aye, LaPierre – Aye, Oliver - Aye. 
 
8. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:21 PM.  
 
REVIEWED AND APPROVED:  
____________________________________  
Jeff Schall  
____________________________________  
Grace LaPierre  
_________________________________ 
Terry Oliver 


